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 As the school year of 2018 comes to 
an end, it’s time to say goodbye to some very 
important people in this school; the seniors. 
 The graduation ceremony will be 
held Thursday, May 24 at the Jiffy Lube 
Live Pavilion and begin at 7:00 p.m. At 
the ceremony, there will be three speak-
ers: the all-SCA president, the senior SCA 
president, and the Eagle Award recipient.
Maddy Humphries, the all-SCA president, 
will give the first speech out of the three. 
Maddy plans to attend William and Mary 
and major in Biochemistry with a focus in 
genetics. She is very excited to move onto to 
greater  things but will miss Liberty greatly. 
 “I have mixed emotions about 
leaving. I’m really excited to go to Wil-
liam and Mary, but I’ll absolutely miss 
LHS. No doubt in my mind. Not to men-
tion, I’ll be leaving all of my friends 
and teachers that I’ve been around for 
four or more years,” said Humphries.
 For her whole high school ca-
reer, Maddy has been part of the SCA. 
Starting at freshman through junior year, 
Maddy was the president of her class and 
this year, she has became the all-SCA pres-
ident. SCA has helped her through many 
ways and she is glad she became part of it.

 “SCA has provided me with 
a voice in our school and allowed me 
to meet and work with great people. 
I learned irreplaceable leadership and 
problem solving skills that will serve me 
for the rest of my life,” said Humphries.
 The person that would speak 
next would be the Eagle Award recipient 
of the class of 2018. Receiving the Eagle 
Award is a challenging thing to do and 
only one student will receive it every year.
 “The nominated senior should 
be someone who has contributed in many 
ways to the Liberty community, has demon-
strated leadership skills in numerous activ-
ities, and is an overall outstanding individ-
ual,” said senior sponsor Mrs.O’Brokta.
 To decide who will be the win-
ner of the Eagle Award, there is a pro-
cess that teachers must go through.
 “What I do is I send a note to all of 
the departments and each department nom-
inates one particular student. Then once I 
compile all those nominations, I send out 
a ballot to all the teachers and each teacher 
can individually vote and they can only cast 
one vote and majority wins. This year’s win-

ner is Jenica Garnett,” said Mrs.O’Brokta.
 The final speaker out of the three is 
the senior SCA president, Vicky Machuca. 
For Vicky, this was her first year doing SCA. 
 “This was my first year being 
involved in SCA. My freshman year un-
til this year, I have been too afraid to be 
in a leadership role, I never felt that I was 
enough of a role model to be in that posi-
tion but I finally decided that it was time 
and I really wanted to do something differ-
ent. People complained constantly about 
having the same people for SCA, so I ran 
for senior class president and won, and 
I have not regretted it,” said Machuca.
 As Vicky’s year is com-
ing to an end, she will miss Liberty 
and all the amazing opportunities this 
school has given her but she is very 
excited to move onto greater things.
 “I am going to college out of 
state, which is sad for my family but I am 
ecstatic about leaving. I think I’ve spent 
enough time here in Virginia and I per-
sonally like to move around. I love doing 
things on my own and being independent. 
I think it makes it easier for me to find 

my own way and adapt,” said Machuca.
 As for the speech that she 
will give at the graduation this year, 
she is not nervous for it at all but 
quite confident she will do amazingly.
 “I’m not very nervous about it 
because I know that for my family, it is 
the first time there has been anyone that 
has graduated with such honor. My whole 
family is coming from Texas, North Caro-
lina, Alaska, and all over Virginia to see me 
complete my high school career. I am very 
proud to represent our class,” said Machuca.
 For any senior in this 
school, graduating is a very ex-
citing experience for everyone. 
 “My favorite thing about se-
nior year was the new relationships I 
formed, being both professional through 
the internship I did and ones with my 
classmates,” said senior Ryan Lasher.
 When the graduation cere-
mony will come to an end, the class of 
2018 will move onto achieve whatev-
er their goals and dreams are. A whole 
new chapter of their life will begin but 
they will never forget the amazing four 
years they had at Liberty High School.

Goodbye to the Class of 2018
by Keely Crane
~Staff Reporter

 As seniors say their goodbyes 
to most of their friends after graduation, 
they also have to say their goodbyes to 
their high school teachers throughout 
the years. But, as they grow and mature 
throughout their life, they’ll always re-
member the teachers at LHS that made 
an impact on them in a unique way.
 Senior Kristina Rigsby has been 
taking the class of Journalism with Ms. 
Miller since she was a freshman. This year 
though, Kristina became Editor-in-Chief, 
which allowed her to play a huge part in 
the newspaper process. Kristina takes 
her time to plan articles to write, revis-
es the articles other students wrote, and 
makes sure it is good enough to place in 
a newspaper. She describes Ms. Miller 
as a creative, spunky, inspiring, wonder-
ful, and just all around amazing woman. 
 “She led me to my love of writ-
ing and has helped me find myself. She 
always encourages me and inspires me 
to push beyond everything else. Oh 
my gosh, I’m going to miss Larabars 
and morning conversations. She is se-
riously my biggest role model and my 
heart isn't going to be able to handle not 
being around her 24/7,” said Rigsby. 
 In tenth grade, senior Jessie 
Smith took Algebra Trigonometry Hon-
ors with Mrs. Koval. This class chal-
lenged Jessie to strive to be better with 
every assignments, every skills drill, 
every quiz, and every test. And through 
it all, Ms. Koval was there to help.
 “I am deeply humbled and hon-

ored to have been chosen by Jessie as 
having an impact on him. I am quite 
shocked as well. Jessie Smith is one of 
the most polite and respectful students 
whom I have ever taught. He is compas-
sionate, kind, hardworking and motivat-
ed. He is athletic and quick. His posi-
tive attitude is infectious and so are his 
smiles,” said math teacher Ms. Koval.
 “This teacher is very help-
ful and caring. She has prepared me for 
college. She showed me that nothing 
comes without hard work and that put-
ting in long study hours is required to 
pass challenging courses,” said Smith.

 “Although it was a difficult class, 
Mrs. Koval stayed late after school until I 
got out of track practice to help me under-
stand and help me with my homework and 
test corrections. She also showed me that 
it’s okay to ask my teachers for help. She al-
lowed me to see where my hard work could 
get me and if you truly want to succeed you 
have to be willing to work for it,” said Smith.
 “As a teacher, Jessie also made 
an impact on myself. Jessie taught me 
how to be kind and compassionate to my 
students. I learned to value my students 
where they are as math learners when they 
are in my class and not to define them as 
that is where they are going to stay when 
they leave my class,” said Ms. Koval.
 “I’m mostly going to miss the chal-
lenge of the course and the long nights after 
school doing test corrections,” said Smith
 “I hope that Jessie stays hap-
py and healthy after graduation. Jessie 
is going to have a life filled with oppor-
tunities for which he will capitalize to 
make this world a better place. His lega-
cy at Liberty will be that I continue to be 
kind and compassion to my students and 
that they in turn will be kind and com-
passionate to others,” said Ms. Koval. 
 Mr. Dean O’Brokta made a sig-
nificant impact on senior Maddy Hum-
phries through her tenth and twelfth grade 
year of high school. In tenth grade, Mad-
dy had O’Brokta for World History 2 
AP/DE and Senior Capstone for twelfth. 
 “He  utilizes lectures and intellec-

tual questions to engage his students. He 
genuinely cares about each and every one 
of us and uses his courses to to provide us 
with knowledge to better our futures. Mr. 
O’Brokta has helped prepare me to be an 
informed voter and to see the world in a dif-
ferent light. He has taught all his students 
that things are not always as they seem 
and that one must look from all sides of 
a situation before passing judgement. Mr. 
O’Brokta has also always preached that 
words matter. And that will stick with me 
throughout my adult life,” said Humphries.
 “I will absolutely miss hav-
ing Mr. O’Brokta. He is definitely one 
of a kind. In both grades, I looked for-
ward to his class each day because I al-
ways knew I would learn something new 
that would change my perspective on 
the world around me,” said Humphries.
 Senior Shaylah Harting chose 
Mrs. O’Konski, in the music department, 
as a teacher she won’t forget. This is Mrs. 
O’Konski’s first year teaching at LHS for 
Orchestra and Choir.  She always encourag-
es everyone to try their best and work hard. 
 “Mrs. Okonski is an adult that 
I know I can trust to talk to me when I 
need advice. Anytime I have a bad day 
she finds ways to make me feel better in 
class. She’s taught me through hard work 
and practice, that I can become a better 
and stronger musician. I’m going to miss 
all the jokes she made in class and all the 
times we were able to talk. I’m also go-
ing to miss her classes because the music 
always made me happy,” said Harting.

Senior Kristina Rigsby and journalism
 teacher Miss Lisa Beth Miller pose with a 

copy of the Patriot Press. 
Photo by Zoe Lowe. 

These seniors are making memories! 
Find out their favorites on page 3! 

Photo courtesy of Talon Yearbook Staff. 

Teachers Impact Seniors and Vice Versa
by Jasmine Beverly

          ~Staff Reporter
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The Patriot Press
The Patriot Press is a student produced 
newspaper published monthly during 
every school year. Every issue contains 
student written articles, and is designed by 
students. Our mission is to publish news, 
information, and opinion articles for the 

school and for our community.

The Spring 2018 
Patriot Press Staff 

Kristina Rigsby: Editor-in-Chief
Makaela Kestner: Sports Editor
Zack Learnard: Entertainment 

Editor
Kristina Rigsby: Center-spread 

Editor
Zoe Lowe: Feautres Editor
Brianna Yates: Viewpoint

Jasmine Beverly: Staff Reporter
Keely Carne: Staff Reporter

Payton Deeney: Staff Reporter
Hannah Quang: Staff Reporter
Leann Chloros:Staff Reporter

Maria Maginniss: Staff Reporter
Kayla Wines: Staff Reporter

Ms. Lisa Beth Miller: Advisor

Letter to the 
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor are welcomed and 
will be published as space allows. Letters 
must be signed, although the staff may 
withhold the name on request. The paper 
reserves the right to edit letters for clarity. 
All letters are subject to laws governing 
obscenity, libel, privacy, and disruption 
of the school process, as are all contents 
of the school paper. Opinions in letters 
are not necessarily those of the staff, nor 
should any other opinion expressed in 
public forum be construed as the opinions 
or policy of the administration, unless so 

attributed.   

 After having been com-
pleted a total of 13 years of school, 
the seniors are the kings and 
queens of high school. They have 
been here at Liberty High School 
for four years and they know this 
school inside and out. Although, 
with age also comes wisdom and 
the class of 2018 have plenty.
 When asked what advice 
they would give to the juniors, they 
had a lot of good advice to give.
 “Study! It will pay off. 
Turn everything in on time. Have 
fun and get involved. Apply for as 
many scholarships as you can, it’s 
okay if you don’t get them all,” 
said senior Brooke Hutchison.
 “Don’t slack off just 
because you’re a senior. It’s 
a little more challenging with 
AP classes and some extra-
curricular activities,” said 
senior Jazmine Edwards.
 “Make sure to stay fo-
cused and get your work in on 
time,” said senior Sierra Lacey.
 Even though senior year 
can be stressful for many, the se-
niors of 2018 want the rising se-
niors to know they should have 
some fun in high school because 
you only get this experience once.
 “Make sure to 
have too much fun,” said 
senior Brandon Mullins.

 For the rising freshmen 
of next year, the seniors had a lot 
of kind advice to give and ways to 
help them get through high school.
 “Don’t get into bad 
habits, these four years are 
tough. Study and do your home-
work. Also, get involved! Be 
kind to everyone, high school 
drama will not matter when 
you look back on these years,” 
said senior Maddie Blair.
 “Take as many oppor-
tunities that are given to you 
and always apply yourself but 
remember to have fun. Enjoy 
every day because it goes by 
fast,” said senior Paige Ramirez.
 “Make sure to do all 
your work on time and stay fo-
cused, but also remember to live 
your high school life to the full-
est,” said senior Hunter Makely.
 “Do not procrastinate, 
get an early start on everything be-
cause it only gets busier from here 
and make sure to treat everyone 
as your friend and always do your 
best work, never the minimum,” 
said senior Brooke Hutchison.
 Of course for seniors, 
they had their own ways to survive 
high school. When asked what 

would be some necessities for high 
school, they were full of answers.
 “I need gum, pencils, 
deodorant, definitely earbuds, and 
sunglasses for when I want to sleep 
in class,” said senior Sierra Lacey.
 “I need food, char-
ger, flashcards, pencils, 
drinks, paper, and money,” 
said senior Brooke Hutchison. 
 “I need calcu-
lators and iced coffee,” 
said senior Maddie Blair.
 “I need food, notecards, 
drinks, earphones, and a charger,” 
said senior Jazmine Edwards.   
 With their four years 
sadly coming to an end very 
soon, the seniors will miss a 
lot from Liberty High School.
 “I had a great time 
at Liberty and the people 
here are good, so embrace it,” 
said senior Brandon Mullins.
 For the seniors of 2018 
to be leaving us very soon, we 
will miss them all very much. 
They have impacted us and the 
school as a whole and we can’t 
wait to see them go on to accom-
plish great things. With the wis-
dom and great advice they have 
given us, it won’t be hard for 
them at all to accomplish what-
ever things they have in mind.

  Seniors Pass On Their Wisdom
by Keely Crane
~Staff Reporter

 As the days tick on, the 
band seniors will soon be march-
ing off the field and onto college.
 Band is one of the pro-
grams that gets a bit underrepre-
sented at our school. However, 
some of the seniors want to con-
tinue the field of music.  Some 
might even go into college march-
ing band and continue to inspire 
others and help others in the band. 
 Coming up in May, 
there will be the band awards 
and then goodbye band se-
niors. Band is a place where 
they’ve made music for years, 
including going to assessments 
to perform in front of judges. 
 Hopefully, the seniors 
can leave behind some of their 
wisdom for the new band mem-
bers coming in, along with the 
ability to reflect upon what has 
happened throughout the years.
 Many of the band seniors 
will be sad as the days go on and 
graduation comes closer.  How-
ever, people have really enjoyed 
their time with this program.
 “I really enjoyed 
band. Everyone is like a fami-

ly,” said senior Courtney Fox.
 Majority of the people 
really enjoy the competitions and 
the positive vibes that the band 
will provide as the year goes on. 
Many people love the good vibes 
of the band and the good vibes of 
the concerts that the band puts on.
 In band, they practice on 
their instruments, go to assess-
ment to get judged by judges, and 
get a score. While in marching 
band, you practice after school, 
go to football games, competi-
tions where you will be judged 
by judges, and get a trophy in 
one of the categories.  Many of 
the seniors loved going to the 
competitions and always had fun.
 “What I will miss is 
the people and the competi-
tions,” said senior Evan Riehl.
 Band is full of peo-
ple who will become family to 
everyone in the program. As 
such, the band members care 
about their peers. Everyone will 
help everyone along with mak-
ing sure that no one gets hurt.
 The senior band mem-
bers have some advice to give 

to people who are joining 
band in the upcoming year that 
could help the new band mem-
bers,  as it might be a strug-
gle at first to get used to things.
 “You should keep 
your head high and don’t 
make the band director lose 
it,” said senior Zack Learnard. 
 “Instead of waiting for 
the band director to point out your 
mistake, go home and fix it your-
self,” said senior Dylan Spell.
 Coming into high school 
or joining an active program like 
band is a very big thing as any-
one could get lost in the concept 
of band itself. That is why the 
seniors and other upperclassmen 
are there to help out anyone that 
needs it. After all, upperclass-
men are there to provide a help-
ing hand to the underclassmen.
 With school slowly 
coming to an end for the se-
niors, most people reflect upon 
the days of old and the days 
that have past upon the years.
 

Band Seniors March Off Field
by Maria Maginniss

~Staff Reporter

 If students ever told 
themselves when they were a fresh-
men that they’d never get senior-
itis when they finally reach their 
last year in high school, they lied.
 Senioritis is real and it 
hits everybody in the senior class 
hard. The symptoms are simple: 
they just simply stop caring, and 
find school mind-numbing, espe-
cially towards the end of the year.
  “When I had seniori-
tis, I just simply had no motiva-
tion to get any of my work done, 
and got distracted very easily,” 
said senior Savannah Kenyon. 
 Senioritis is not as easy 
to overcome as many may think. 
 “I overcame seniori-
tis by just staying focused on 
whatever task I had to do. As 
long as they stay focused and 
keep their mind on the straight 
and narrow, they should be 
fine,” said senior Cole Butler.
 As if it wasn’t obvious 
enough, when diagnosed with 
senioritis, sometimes it’s al-
most impossible to stay focused, 
even in the most simple of situ-
ations. Imagine this, it’s around 
7 o’clock in the evening, they’re 
working on an essay, they decide 
to take a break for fifteen min-
utes, they crack open a soda and 
relax to watch some TV, then they 
decide they want to play on their 

PlayStation. Then they decide to 
Facetime their friends. Uh oh! 
Look at the time. It appears that 
they’ve been procrastinating for 
about 2 or 3 hours and haven’t 
made any progress on their  essay.
 “The amount of focus 
I had on all my schoolwork this 
year has been unbelievably low. I 
would constantly be distracted by 
literally anything with finding a 
college, applying for scholarships, 
and getting my schoolwork done. 
I’ve never had so much trouble 
getting literally anything done be-
fore,” said senior Courtney Fox. 
 When experiencing se-
nioritis, students simply just lose 
the ability to care about any pri-
orities. They’re lost in their own 
little world, where they just want 
to have fun, and forget about re-
sponsibilities. This clearly is a 
problem, seeing as how their se-
nior year is filled with responsibil-
ities and goals they need to reach. 
 “All throughout my se-
nior year, I felt myself just slowly 
losing the ability to concentrate. I 
believe part of the reason for that 
was just because I knew that I was 
going to graduate and that nothing 
really mattered, except it actaully 
did,” said senior Andrew Powers.
 As graduation nears, se-
niors will hopefully find one last 
burst of school spirited energy.

Senioritis...Yes, It 
Is a Real Thing

by Zachary Learnard
~Entertainment Editor
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 Even with all of the 
stress and chaos of senior 
year, our senior class officers 
have managed to balance their
schoolwork and Student Coun-
cil duties. These driven seniors 
would likely agree on the impor-
tance of getting involved in the 
school. This dedicated group of 
students includes Madison Hum-
phries, Rachel Allen, Vicky Ma-
chuca, Chayil McGlotten, Alanis 
Gordillo, and Gillian Tocheny. 
What all is the SCA respon-
sible for? Well, just about 
every schoolwide event. 
 “I work very closely 
with Mrs. G and Mrs. Hoffman 
to come up with new ideas and to 
make sure our events run smooth-
ly. I communicate with the other 
officers to ensure that everyone 
is informed of their responsibili-
ties and we all work together to 
make banners, decorations, and 
organize events such as the color 
run, powder puff, homecoming, 
recognitions, spirit weeks, tail-
gates, bubble soccer, honor roll 
celebrations, freshman orienta-
tion, and the talent show. I also 
help to spread the word about our 
events on social media,” said All 
SCA  President Humphries.
 “Along with promoting 
fundraisers, I usually create and 
hang up flyers for fundraisers and 
events that the SCA sponsors. 
Sometimes, I have to do research 
for possible fundraisers that we 
could do and how we could pull 
off a successful fundraiser. Gen-
erally, just being in SCA requires 
30+ hours of service per year, on 
top of attending meetings every 
month and extra time that it takes 
to organize events, design T-shirts, 
and provide ideas for SCA spon-
sored events or spirit days and 
events like that,” said the Senior 
Class Treasurer Alanis Gordillo.
 With all of the turmoil 
senior year is notorious for, it is 
very important to manage time if 

you are looking to get involved. 
However, being a part of the 
SCA provides a lot of opportu-
nities, and is worth the trouble. 
 “It is definitely a lot of 
work, but it's worth it. During 
field hockey and basketball, I 
would go before games for as 
long as I could or any days that 
I didn't have practice to help 
work on some of our projects. I 
stay after school now whenever 
Mrs. G or Mrs. Hoffman ask for 
volunteers or on our designated 
days of the week to stay and help. 
Really, it's just time manage-
ment and motivation to get your 
work done no matter how tough 
it may be,” said Humphries.
 “Get involved. SCA pro-
vides students of all ages with a 
voice in the way their school is 
run and the events that are coor-
dinated within it. Not to mention, 
you'll create wonderful friend-
ships and meet lots of great people 
who all share a passion for leader-
ship and service,” said Humpries.
 “If you genuinely want 
to be involved with your school 
community and feel that you have 
creative ideas to contribute for 
both student and faculty events, 
go for it. It’s usually pretty easy 
to get involved, considering not 
many people run for an officer 
position, as it takes courage and 
effort from an individual. You 
have to be self-driven and in-
spired to not only make an impact 
on your school community, but to 
be available for assistance with 
anything needed,” said Gordillo. 

SCA Seniors
by Payton Deeney
~Staff Reporter

 Going into high school, 
kids can’t wait to join clubs that 
are offered at the school, be in 
school plays, and others can’t 
wait to play high school sports. 
When you think back to your 
high school experience, you 
think of all the good, bad, sad, 
mad, and embarrassing memo-
ries. Everyone has them. Some 
speak on them and others don’t, 
but that’s what makes it a great 
or bad memory. Most people 
have embarrassing memories 
that they don’t find bad but take 
it as a funny story and use it to 
laugh and remember good times. 
 “My favorite memo-
ry about high school was mak-
ing new friends learning about 
new people. It’s cool when you 
meet a new person that you’ve 
never talked to and by the 
end of the semester you guys 
end up really good friends,” 
said senior Amaya Raymond.
 “My most memora-
ble moment was when I played 
Clairee in the Drama Club’s per-
formance of ‘Steel Magnolias.’ 
It was so fantastic. Clairee is a 
very proper person, but she’s 
also not afraid to put someone 
in their place. To me, I feel like 
I embodied her character in such 
a believable and enjoyable way. 
The other great part was that Hel-
en Messick played Ouiser, who 
is Clairee’s best friend. Ouiser 
is a no-bad-talking spunky lady 
who never has anything nice to 
say but everyone loves her. I 
loved forming the friendship with 
Helen and getting to put that on 
stage. It was also my first real 
on-stage performance other than 
being in the ensemble. I miss the 
show so much. The show made 
everyone laugh and cry all at the 
same time. The cast was like a 
family that I’ll never forget. Be-
ing a crazy old lady who was also 
a queen was absolutely terrific 
and nothing will ever compare to 
that,” said senior Kristina Rigsby.
 “My senior year, I won 
homecoming queen with my boy-

friend, Hunter Makely, and it was 
a dream come true and felt great,” 
said senior Maddy Humphries.
  “One of the most mem-
orable moments for me while at 
Liberty was when we beat Fauqui-
er High School my junior year in 
softball,” said senior Lizzie Waln.
 “One of my, I guess 
you could say more embarrass-
ing memories, would have to be 
my freshman year I broke my 
knuckles near the end of field 
hockey season and after that sea-
son I play basketball. So the first 
day of tryouts, I told my Coach 
Ryan Washington about it and 
for the next four years my nick-
name was always ‘Knucks.’ Let 
me just say, it stuck with me 
pretty well,” said Humphries.
 As for the athletes who 
start off on junior varsity or var-
sity itself, you get to learn new 
things from your coaches, meet 
new people that become great 
friends, and memories that you’ll 
remember for a lifetime. As you 
go through the four years of high 
school, you never truly think 
about the season ending, how 
fin the bus rides with your team-
mates really are, or even some 
early morning practices that you 
dred at the time with your team. 
 When you play your 
last season with your team, it fi-
nally hits you that you won’t be 
able to have that anymore. The 
coaches you see every day for 
a couple months in that season 
will end, the lessons that those 
coaches and players teach you, 
will all end faster than you think.
But that’s also a lesson in it-
self, the sports you play and 
love teach you so many things 
without even realizing it.
 “The most memora-
ble moment in my sports career 
is when we, finally, won our 
fifth game of the season against 
Spotsylvania. Every year up 
to this year we stepped up and 

took on the challenge of break-
ing that curse. We did. We end-
ed up tying the all-year wins 
for the field hockey program in 
school history, said Humprhies. 
 As you go onto play-
ing sports for the next cou-
ple years, you never notice 
how many memories, good 
and bad times you have, un-
til it all starts coming to an end.
Many student athletes  favorite 
memories include sometimes a 
personal goal or making a new re-
cord with the team or individually. 
 “Playing the last game 
of the year against the number 
one team, Freedom Eagles from 
Loudoun County and beating them 
2-1,” said four year varsity base-
ball player Logan Meriwether. 
 Some teenagers 
play from two to three sports 
in high school and always 
have many different favor-
ite memories and moments. 
Playing  sports opens you up to 
trying  new things, making friends, 
and also showing you how fun 
playing a sport can be. For you, 
your coach or coaches, and team-
mates makes you realize how fun 
the little things can be for anyone. 
 As Ja’Von White played 
for the varsity football team and 
runs winter and spring track too. 
Ja’Von has set new records for 
Liberty High School and the state. 
  “The most memora-
ble thing I’ve done is break-
ing the three school records 
that I have and coming in 6th 
place at states,” said White.
 “Playing the sports here 
at LHS have taught me a lot about 
friendships and relationships, and 
how to be responsible for my-
self and take responsibility for 
my teammates also,” said Waln.
 “Playing sports at 
Liberty has been probably the 
best experience of my life. It 
has allowed me to make life-
long friends, instilled school 
spirit, and helped me grow as 
a person,” said Humphries.

Looking Back at All the Memories
by Makaela Kestner

~Sports Editor

“My best memory from high 
school was beating Eastern 
View in lacrosse for the first 
time,” said Brandon Mullins.

“My favorite memory from 
high school was going to 

all the games and watching 
the marching band, mostly 

drumline,” said senior Brittany 
Kilburn.

“My most memorable 
memories are homecoming 
and prom because I get to 
have fun with my friends,” 
said senior Amanda Gusa.

SCA memebers Maddy 
Humphries and Vicky 

Machuca, posing with a 
sign for the walkout held on 
Febuary 14th of this year. 
Photo by Kristina Rigsby.

The class of 2018 rock is locat-
ed near the student parking 

lot and painted by the seniors. 
Photo courtesy of the Liberty 

SCA.
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What’s On Your Playlist?

Seniors’ Style Evolves
by Payton Deeney
~Staff Reporter

 As everyone knows, ev-
eryone experiences a lot changes 
in the four years they spend in 
high school. Almost every as-
pect of their freshman self may 
be flipped and turned upside 
down by the time they’re a senior.
 While the mental chang-
es may be just as drastic, the 
physical changes are easily the 
most visible from the outside.  
 Almost any senior that is 
asked can look back and cringe, 
or at least laugh at, the young, na-
ive person they were when they 
first stepped into high school. 
 “As a freshman, I wore 
the same tie dye sweatshirt ev-
ery day, usually with jeans. I 
had no sense of style. Usual-
ly, my clothes were either too 
big or too small for me. Now, I 
know what matches and what 
doesn’t, and I’ve learned to look 
professional. I’ve found good 
stores that have clothes that fit 
me,” reminisced Kristina Rigsby. 
 “For my makeup, I 
would literally put setting powder 
all over my face and some mas-
cara, and people would tell me 
‘Oh my god you look so good!’ 
When I wore foundation I would 
put it on with my hands and wear 
a shade that was too dark for me. 
Now, I’ve ditched the blue eye-
shadow and I’ve learned to take 
care of my skin,” added Kristi-
na.     
“When I was a freshman, I re-
member walking into to school , 

ready to impress everyone. Turns 
out that my idea of impressing 
people was a polo shirt and khaki 
shorts. I looked like an absolute 
dork, and that has to be one of 
the most embarassing days of my 
life. After all of that nonsense, I 
kind of just threw on the first 
thing I saw whenever I woke up,” 
said senior Zachary Learnard.
 “My freshman year, I  
used to wear my band hoodie and 
pants with a TON of pockets. Now, 
I wear a sweatshirt and pants or 
shorts, depending on the weath-
er,” said senior Maria Maginniss.
 “When I first came here, 
all I would do is wear mascara 
and put lotion on my face. I also 
cut my own bangs in 8th grade, so 
by freshman year they were awk-
wardly growing out. Parts of my 
hair were bleached and there were 
some strands that were shorter 
than others… it was a mess. 
  Almost every day I 
would wear black. Usually I wore 
pants that were too tight with 
black shoes, a band shirt, and 
some bracelets on my wrist. Now, 
if I do my makeup I use moistur-
izer, primer, rarely foundation, 
concealer, brows, sometimes eye-
shadow, mascara, and lip gloss. I 
hardly ever wear eyeliner. I also 
learned the importance of high-
lighter. Sometimes I still dress 
like a bum, but like a decent 
bum. I don’t wear sweatpants or 
anything,” said Brianna Yates. 
 High school is also 

a time to realize that you 
don’t have to take every-
thing so seriously. (Senioritis 
may play a small part in this)
 “When I was a fresh-
man, I would wear something 
other than sweats. I had long 
hair and didn’t know anything 
about makeup, but still made an 
effort every day. As the years 
go on, I kinda stopped trying, I 
think I started wearing sweat-
pants sophomore year. I tried 
makeup and cut my hair, mostly 
because it was a lot easier to take 
care of,” said Makaela Kestner. 
 “When I was a freshman, 
I didn’t know much about make-
up but I would try to wear cute 
outfits everyday. Now, I just like 
to be comfy at school and every 
once in a while I’ll dress to im-
press,” commented Sierra Lacey.
 As people go through 
school, they’re learning how to 
deal with people and get ready 
for the “real world,” but also 
learning who they are and how to 
express it. Although they like to 
joke about whatever awful things 
we found cute as a freshman, 
these four years play a pretty 
important role in self discovery. 
 There will be rough 
stages in the mess we call high 
school, but the most import-
ant thing is who they are when 
they come out of it. Always re-
member to trust the process. 

Seniors are Leaving a 
Legacy at Liberty

by Leann Chloros and Hannah Quang
~Staff Reporters

 In just two weeks, the 
class of 2018 will be graduat-
ing from Liberty High School. 
They will probably be feeling 
some happiness, excitement, 
or even sad emotions at their 
graduation. From spending a 
long enjoyable four years in 
high school, now they are on 
their own in the giant world. 
 Seniors experienced 
a lot throughout their years in 
high school and maybe they 
wished to go back and change 
some of the things that they did 
in the past. Would they tell their 
younger self about what it’s actu-
ally like in school and add some 
life lessons for them to listen to? 
 From freshman to se-
nior year, seniors had lots of 
major accomplishments, mis-
takes, and some other things 
that had happen to them in this 
building. Since we’re writing all 
about seniors this issue, I went 
to go ask some seniors during 
lunch time about what they 
would tell their freshman selves. 
 “I would tell my-
self good luck and don't let 
yourself down,” said a se-
nior Yesenia Ponce-Martinez.
 “Don't procrasti-
nate and don't get too stressed 
about school,” said anoth-
er senior Anthony Placido. 
 “Live your life, you still 
have four years of high school,” 
said senior Michelle Gordon. 
“Don't slack off during your 
four years of high school,” 
said senior Amanda Gusa. 
 “Have fun,” said  Brittany Kilburn. 
 “Live it up and create 
memories,” said Brandon Mul-
lins, another senior who gave 
nice, sweet and short answers.
See that, seniors themselves are 
telling us about what we might 
need to know for high school.  
 As freshmen, we prob-
ably don't know much about 
what it's like in the upper class-
es. Sometimes freshmen or 
other students may struggle in 
school, but seniors, give good ad-
vices for all of us.  
  People can im-
pact other people around them, 
like seniors impacting kids and 
others around them in schools. 
Even the school and the teachers 

Zachary Learnard-
Senior

1) Twenty One Pilots - “Addict 
with a Pen”

2) Sorority Noise - “Blissth”

3) Brand New - “Can’t Get It 
Out”

4) The Used - “Choke Me” 

5) Daughter - “A Hole in the 
Earth”

6) Neck Deep - “Happy Judge-
ment Day”

7) My Chemical Romance - 
“Helena”

8) Neck Deep - “Kali Ma”

9) Motion City Soundtrack - 
“Everything is Alright”

10) Twenty One Pilots - “Gon-
er”

Maria Maginniss-
Senior

1) Straberry Flower - “Ai No 
Uta”

2) Kesha - “Dancing With Tears 
in My Eyes”

3) Crush 40 - “Sonic Boom”

4) Avicii - “Hey Brother”

5) Boney M. - “Rasputin”

6) Owl City - “Vanilla Twilight”

7) Ed Sheeran - “Shape of You”

8) Ashley Tisdale - “Kiss the 
Girl”

9) Mystery Skulls - “Magic”

10) Jeff and Casey Lee Williams 
- “I Burn”

Makaela Kestner-
Senior

1) Post Malone - “Congratula-
tions”

2) Miley Cyrus - “The Climb”

3) American Authors - “Best Day 
of My Life”

4) Drake - “Started From the 
Bottom”

5) Beyonce - “Flawless”

6) Lil Wayne - “Believe Me”

7) Wiz Khalifa ft. Charlie Puth - 
“See You Again”

8)  DJ Snake ft. Lil Jon - “Turn 
Down For What’

9) Mariah Carey - “Hero”

10) One Republic - “Counting 
Stars”

can impact many students lives 
with meaningful words. Seniors 
can influence the kids around 
them and the school and teachers 
can even impact a students life.
 From freshman to se-
niors, seniors accomplished a 
lot in their four years at Liber-
ty. They had lots of major ac-
complishments, mistakes, and 
some other things that had hap-
pen to them in this building. 
 Seniors also have ex-
perienced lots of stuff in their 
years at Liberty, making them 
like  wise owls, and the teach-
ers at Liberty are even wiser 
owls.    
              Both the teachers and seniors 
have their good advices from be-
ing in this school and know more 
about it than younger teens do. 
 Since the seniors are 
graduating in about two weeks 
we asked for their thoughts.  
 “The coaches and the 
school taught me how to be a 
better leader,” said Mullins. 
 “School taught me 
to be more social and open 
up to people,” said Gusa. 
 “School taught me 
lots of knowledge about the 
world and what I need to 
prepare for,” said Placido. 
 “Teachers and the 
school also taught me tough 
challenges across the way,” said 
another senior Michelle Gordon. 
 Lots of things are prob-
ably going through all of the se-
niors’ minds about graduating. 
Graduating is a really huge thing. 
It’s somewhat scary, sad, and 
maybe even happy. It’s definite-
ly a lot to take in, even when the 
end of school is coming quickly. 
 The advice they are 
giving us is very meaning-
ful and could affect the un-
derclassmen at this school. 
 Hopefully the se-
niors had their enjoyable four 
years of high school with their 
fond memories and big hearts. 
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Music Changes With You

by Zachary Learnard
~Entertainment Editor

 As I first started my 
freshman year, I pretty much lis-
tened to the music that everyone 
else was listening to. Mostly rap, 
along with whatever other songs 
were popular. I’ve been like this 
ever since middle school un-
til my sophomore year. I began 
to gain interest in certain rock 
bands, mostly generic rock art-
ists, such as Fall Out Boy, and 
Linkin Park. Specific pop art-
ists, such as Melanie Martinez, 
and Halsey. I wasn’t just listen-
ing to music that other people 
were listening to, but was now 
listening to music that I person-
ally enjoyed listening to myself. 
 My taste in music fluc-
tuated in many different angles 
at the time, but it didn’t get com-
plicated until my junior year. 
I remember one day my older 
cousin told me about one of his 
favorite bands that had broken up 
a few years before, My Chem-
ical Romance. My interest was 
then obtained. I never was a big 
fan of hardcore, or emo music at 
the time, but the second I heard 
the infamous beginning G note in 
“Welcome to the Black Parade,” 
I immediately fell in love! There 
was a uniqueness about the way 
that the guitarists, bassist, and 
drummer played, along with the 
lead singer’s raspy voice that 
drew me toward them. After that, 
I began to listen to more songs 
by them, such as “Helena: Song 
Long, Good Night,” and “Hon-
ey, This Mirror Isn’t Big Enough 
for the Two of Us.” I also found 
out about Panic! At the Disco that 
same year, when Brendon Urie 
released his “Death of a Bach-
elor” album. After I discovered 
other songs by the band in there 
earlier days, such as “I Write Sins 
Not Tragedies,” and “Nine in 
the Afternoon.” Also during the 
spring of that school year, one 
of my most favorite bands from 
my childhood, Gorillaz released 
their latest album, “Humanz.” 
Filled with nostalgia, I listened 
not only to the new album, but 
lots of their previous albums as 
well, mostly “Demon Days,” and 
“Plastic Beach.” I also became 
interested in another band, called 
Bring Me the Horizon. I fell in 
love with their latest album at the 
time, “That’s the Spirit,” with 
my favorite song on there being 
“Throne.” I also became fascinat-
ed by the metal bands, Slipknot, 
and Korn, which both taught me 
the beauty of metal, besides just 
growling and heavy guitars.
 However, I didn’t drift 
away from any rappers either. 
While I didn’t exactly get the 
same kind of vibe I did from 
Fetty Wap who was one of my 
most favorite rappers during my 
sophomore year, I began to drift 
towards rappers, such as Em-
inem, Childish Gambino, and 
Aesop Rock, which by the way, 
is still one of the most intelligent 
rappers I have heard to this day. 
When I heard “None Shall Pass,” 
I was beginning to see him as a 
human equivalent to a dictionary, 

and that’s saying something! And, 
while at the time I wasn’t a big 
fan of XxxTentacion at the begin-
ning of his career, when he sim-
ply just screamed all his lyrics, 
I did enjoy his more lyrical con-
tent, such as Slipknot and Riot. 
 This current year, my 
taste in music changed drastical-
ly. I stopped listening to rap music 
altogether, and began to shift for a 
more pop punk vibe. My family 
and a lot of other people stopped 
taking me seriously at this time, 
since at least in its earlier days, 
pop punk was mostly juvenile 
in its lyrics, as shown by bands, 
such as Blink-182, Guttermouth, 
and Bowling For Soup, just to 
name a few. However, pop punk 
does have a more serious and ma-
ture side that a lot of people don’t 
take into account, which is best 
shown by bands such as Green 
Day, Motion City Soundtrack, 
and Brand New. While I do en-
joy listening to the profane lyrics 
to songs like, “What’s My Age 
Again?” and “Pee in the Show-
er” when I just want to have fun. 
When in the mood to relax or 
when I need a good cry, I listen 
to songs like, “Wish You Were 
Here” and “No Below.” The band 
that made me so invested into pop 
punk goes by the name of Neck 
Deep. They released an album 
last year called “The Peace and 
the Panic.” When I heard the first 
three chords of the guitars of the 
song In Bloom, I knew it was 
going to be great. After that I be-
gan to listen to their other music, 
some from older albums, such as 
“Happy Judgement Day,” “De-
cember,” and “Growing Pains.” 
I still enjoy a fair amount of said 
emo bands such as My Chemical 
Romance, Twenty One Pilots (if 
they even count as emo exactly), 
Sorority Noise, and a new addi-
tion being Mayday Parade. The 
first song I listened to by them 
was “Terrible Things,” which 
tore me apart at the time, since I 
was going through a rough break 
with my girlfriend, who I was ex-
tremely close with. One specific 
lyric made me begin to bawl: “So 
don’t fall in love! There’s just too 
much to lose!” I listen to one spe-
cific indie band called Daughter, 
which I found out about when I 
heard they wrote the soundtrack 
to “Life is Strange: Before the 
Storm,” which I absolutely 
loved. The songs on there, such 
as “Burn It Down” and “I Can’t 
Live Here Anymore,” absolutely 
blew me away! I began to lis-
ten to some of their other songs, 
such as “No Care” and “Youth”.
 I look back at myself 
from my freshman self, and be-
come shocked by how much my 
taste in music changed. I went 
from a chill, funtime vibe in my 
music, to a more hardcore style 
that I think suits me a lot better. I 
proudly listen to the music and sup-
port the artists I enjoy now more 
than I did when I was a freshman 
just starting out in high school. 

Theatre Seniors Prepare to 
Exit the Stage

by Kristina Rigsby
~Editor-in-Chief The LHS drama club will 

be saying goodbye to a few mem-
orable and important seniors in 
May. Some of these seniors joined 
theatre later, but a few have been 
apart of this wonderful organiza-
tion for all four years. They’ve 
overcome some great challenges 
and experienced great change in 
order to pull off amazing shows. 
 The theatre teacher for 
the first two years of these seniors 
was Mr. Timothy Bambara.  
 The members had to 
learn how to adapt to a new teach-
er and new styles, having been 
accustomed to Mr. B for so long. 
Now, they are blessed with Mrs. 
Leah Claggett as their director.
 “The transition was 
definitely interesting, but I am 
so thankful to have had both 
Mr. B and Mrs. C direct me 
and teach me, as they have 
both helped me learn so much,” 
said senior Sarah Hogestyn.
 “I never had the plea-
sure to act with Mr B but the 
transition from show to show 
in the pit was smooth. Mrs C is 
very good at what she does and 
always made us feel import-
ant,” said senior Jenica Garnett.
 “My favorite role was 
probably Margot in “The Diary 
Anne Frank”, because I loved be-
ing a part of such a moving show, 
and playing such an import-
ant character,” said Hogestyn.
Senior Hogestyn has been in-
volved in theatre for all four 
years. Some roles she has played 
have been Lola in “Seven Times 
Lucky,”, Margot in “The Dia-
ry of Anne Frank”, Antonia in 
“Twelfth Night”, and the book-
seller in “Beauty and the Beast”.
 “Theatre has taught me 
everything I know. It’s taught me 
who I am, how to express myself, 
and what it means to be part of the 
best group of people that I could 
ask for and for that, I am eter-
nally grateful,” said Hogestyn.
 “My favorite role is 
the wardrobe in “Beauty and 
the Beast” because it is my 
first role in a musical and I 
get to be really extra,” said Garnett.
Senior Garnett has just joined 
theatre this year, however she has 
been a part of the musical orches-
tra pit for the past few years.  
 Garnett was also stage 
manager for “Twelfth Night” and 
“Steel Magnolias”. She is now 
working on her role as the ward-
robe in “Beauty and the Beast”. 
 “Theatre has taught me 
how to appreciate everything I 
have. I've learned that theater 
can be used in every class. Mrs 
C had assigned our theater 3/4 
class a project on arts integra-
tion. I now know that I want to 
go to college to study special ed-
ucation and theater so I can give 
students the experience of theater 
on their classroom,” siad Garnett.
 Senior Jessica Singley 
has been apart of theatre for 
three years, joining in the be-
ginning of her sophomore year. 

Some of her roles include Soho-
vik in “Damn Yankees”, Taylor 
in “Seven Times Lucky”, Doro-
thy in “The Wizard of Oz”, Mrs. 
VanDaan in “The Diary of Anne 
Frank” and her final role, Babette 
in “Beauty and the Beast”. 
   Singley also 
student directed the Fall 2017 
One-Act titled, “Shuddersome: 
Tales of Poe” and co-directed 
Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night” 
with junior Katherine Brickey. 
 “Working in the LHS 
theatre department has been the 
best thing to ever happen to me. It 
has inspired me in everything I do 
and to be passionate about every-
thing in life. Because of theatre 
here, I’ve decided to go into the-
atre as a career path,” said Singley. 
Though these actors have their 
time in the spotlight, they all 
probably favor one show or 
another, whether it  be a play, 
musical, one-act or all three.
 “My favorite musical 
we’ve done would probably be 
“The Wizard of Oz”, because we 
really bonded over that show, and 
that’s when I realized that theatre 
was something I wanted to always 
be a part of my life .My favorite 
show would be Anne Frank, be-
cause the story it told was so im-
portant, and the impact that we had 
on those who saw it made me re-
alize why I fell in love it’s theatre 
in the first place,” said Hogestyn.
 “We’re currently work-
ing on “Beauty and the Beast” 
and even though we’re still about 
three weeks from opening night, 
it’s by far my favorite musi-
cal. The whole cast is so excit-
ed to work together and we’re 
having the time of our lives,” 
said senior Jessica Singley.
 These actors have 
put in many huge amounts of 
work, however, it’s not all seri-
ousness.    
 There has been plen-
ty of time for funny moments 
and embarrassing memories.
 “During Shuddersome 

rehearsal one day, I was dehydrat-
ed and fainted on stage. It also 
happened to be my birthday, so 
the entire cast came over and sang 
happy birthday while I was lying 
on the floor and eating a piece 
of chocolate,” said Hogestyn. 
 “One time I decid-
ed to chase Mrs. C down with 
cooking tongs because she was 
being silly. That was a pret-
ty funny time,” said Garnett.
 A new group of seniors 
will take the place of these up-
coming college students in the 
fall and a fresh group of actors 
will join LHS.   
 These students do not 
want to leave their careers behind, 
but the rest of the club knows 
their legacies will last a lifetime. 
 “Put your all into every-
thing you do. Never stop pushing 
yourself to become better at what 
you love. Take everything you 
are given and make it into some-
thing no one saw coming. Always 
say yes and never stop believ-
ing in yourself,” said Singley. 
 “You may cry some-
times, but you won't regret a sin-
gle moment. We're an ensemble.  
We're a family,” said Garnett.
 “Leave it all out there 
on the stage. Theatre is some-
where you can go to free your-
self of your problems, bond with 
others, and forget the world for 
a while. Never give up on it, be-
cause theatre will open a whole 
world to you,” said Hogestyn.
 Congratulations to 
the actors in the class of 2018! 
You will be dearly missed 
and the theatre department 
wishes you the best in 
all you do. Blackout!

Senior Kristina Rigsby is pictured performing her scene with freashmen 
Helen Messick in Steel Magnolias. This play was performed earlier this 

school year and received rave reviews.  
Photo courtesy of Talon Yearbook Staff.
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Come out to your local Subway!
11077 Marsh Rd C, 
Bealeton, VA 22712

(540)-439-9054

   My experience at LHS 
is a unique one. Many people 
have different stories and some 
are similar. This is not one of 
those stories. 
 I like to look at freshman 
me as a Rachel Green. If you’re 
not familiar with the TV show 
“Friends,” this may not make 
much sense to you. Go watch the 
whole series and come back to 
this.
 Anyway, I stepped into 
LHS as Rachel. I was excited to 
start a new chapter, but really, I 
had no idea what I was getting 
into. Just like when Rachel leaves 
Barry at the altar, she had no idea 
what she was doing and basically 
aborted the mission. Unfortunate-
ly, I couldn’t abort the mission.
 First of all, kids were 
ruthless, especially girls. I would 
be changing in the locker room 
and just feel the eyes of everyone 
almost watching me. It wasn’t a 
bullying thing, it was more of a 
thing where everyone is trying to 
figure themselves out and decide 
to judge others who aren’t like 
them.
 Rachel Green is always 
trying to please people and gets 
her feelings hurt easily. I was a 
HUGE snowflake. I wasn’t sure 
who my friends were, so I tried 
my hardest to please everyone. 
I got rejected twice for the fall 
shows for theatre and finally 
joined their spring production 
of “Grease,” where I found my 
home. However, people are tal-
ented and I didn’t feel like I had 
that talent that everyone else had. 
This put me in a very rough place 
and it was very hard to adapt.
 Most of all, Rachel 
thinks with her heart. I had a 
hard time not doing so my first 
few years of high school. I didn’t 
know my beliefs or my plat-
form on anything so I was plat-
form-hopping. I was insulting 
of others who didn’t believe the 
same things I did. I compared 
myself to others. I felt no worth 
because I did not know my place.
 Then, my life went hay-
wire. I went through many things. 
In December of 2015, I became 
ill with an unknown illness. I 
was in so much pain that was un-

bearable and kept me home from 
school. In my second semester 
of my sophomore year alone, I 
missed 10 days. I went through 
many specialists and procedures, 
yet came up with nothing. It was 
finally when I saw a cardiologist 
and neurologist that I was diag-
nosed with a rare form of dysau-
tonomia, known as vasovagal 
presyncope and chronic migraine. 
Due to article space, you’re going 
to have to google it. 
 It was a very difficult 
time. I lost 40 pounds in less than 
two months. Not only was I trying 
to find my place, I was withering 
away and falling apart. I could 
barely even stand. However, it 
took one teacher to really change 
my perspective and push me into 
the right path.
 Mr. Dean O’Brokta was 
my AP World History II teacher. I 
missed his class the most because 
most of my procedures and ap-
pointments fell on times I had his 
class. He was so courteous when 
giving me time to make up work, 
as was my English Honors 10 
teacher, Mrs. Adrian. I had great 
and understanding teachers and I 
am very thankful. However, Mr. 
O’Brokta was always so encour-
aging.
  A few short weeks later, 
I was diagnosed with severe anx-
iety with depressive symptoms. I 
was embarrassed.  I felt as though 
I had lost some battle and now 
everyone would look at me as the 
“psycho girl”. It took me a full 
two weeks before I could go talk 
to Mr. O’Brokta. I immediately 
burst into tears and I’ll never for-
get what he said.
 “You are not done and 
this is not the end. My room is al-
ways open and I will never look 
at you differently. You’re Rigs-
by-that’s who you are. This is 
not,” he told me.
 Those words resonate in 
my mind years later. I fought my 
battle with anxiety and was later 
diagnosed with an eating disor-
der as well. I fought these things 
and found myself in unthinkable 
situations with abusive and de-
grading people. I removed those 
people and found my hope. 
 Now, as a senior, I can 

proudly say that I am walking 
around as Phoebe Buffay. I am 
quirky and I am proud of who I 
am. I am nowhere near perfect, 
but I’ve got some pretty inter-
esting things under my belt. Just 
like her conspiracy theories and 
story telling, I love to write and 
I love to tell stories. I believe that 
you can love and be whoever you 
want-never be ashamed of that. 
Just as Mr. O’Brokta guided me 
through my Rachel phase, I think 
it’s no surprise that Ms. Lisa Mill-
er helped me find my Phoebe self 
through her own obsessions with 
Lilly Pulitzer and Britney Spears. 
She also helped me realize that I 
am free to be whoever I want-as 
long as that person is not some-
one I don’t like. 
 I am no longer a snow-
flake. I’m a boss snowball; free 
to roll wherever I please and pick 
others up along the way. One 
day I’ll reach my destination-and 
when I do, I’m going to be huge. 
Also, I can walk away. As Phoebe 
says, sometimes you have to say, 
“I need to leave before I put your 
head through the wall.”
 The journey hasn’t been 
easy at all and this year was the 
furthest thing from a breeze. 
Phoebe had a tragic childhood 
and learned from it. Growing up, 
I was blessed with a playful child-
hood. These included afternoons 
spent running around my Gran-
ny’s yard being chased by goats. 
Her grandson, Ryland would al-
ways trick me into getting locked 
in the pen. He and my brother 
were best friends, so he was my 
brother too.
 In January, Ryland was 
killed in a car accident.The rea-
son varies from speeding to no 
seatbelts to possible drunk driv-
ing. It was by far the hardest news 
I ever received. But I’m confident 
in seeing him  in a better place. 
However, I’ve also learned that 
there’s one message I’ll forever 
preach-never, ever get behind the 
wheel while intoxicated. I miss 
him every day, but it’s one step at 
a time and I’m forever thankful of 
the time I had with him. He will 
always be remembered.
 One piece of advice I’ll 
give-it gets better. If you’re suf-
fering, it is temporary. You will 
find your people in high school 
and you will find a career or in-
terests that makes you happy. You 
choose to be happy. Sure, you’re 
going to face some tough stuff, 
but it’s your decision on how you 
handle it. There is a quote from 
Chuck Swindoll I’ll always love.
 “We have a choice ev-
ery day regarding the attitude 
we will choose for the day. Life 
is 10% what happens to you and 
90% how you react to it.” -Chuck 
Swindoll.
 Remember, the flower 
that blooms in adversity is the 
most rare and beautiful of them 
all. 

My High School Experience
by Kristina Rigsby
~Editor-in-Chief

Senior Kristina Rigsby is receiving an Eagle Award, which is an 
honor to receive. Photo Courtesy of the Talon Yearbook Staff.

by Brianna Yates
~Staff Reporter

    The Ups and Downs of High School

Important Dates for 
Seniors

Fri., April 7th: Cap and Gown Pick up during all 
lunch shifts

Bubble Soccer Tournament, 1:00 pm, Stadium
Fri., April 21st: Powder Puff Game, 2:45 pm, 

Stadium
Thurs., April 27th: Academic Awards Night, 

7:00 pm, Auditorium
Sat., April 29th: Prom- 8:00 pm, Fauquier Fair-

grounds
May 1st- May 12th: AP Exams

Fri., May 12th: Senior Picnic at Crockett Park
Tues., May 16th: Senior Yearbook Party, 2:45 

pm, Courtyard
Thurs., May 18th: Senior Final Exams

Fri., May 19th: Senior Final Exams
All Obligations (fines, school fees, books, etc.) 

Due 
Senior Checkout Complete (May 15th- May 19th)
Sun., May 21st: Baccalaureate Event, 3:00 pm, 

Fauquier High School
Wed., May 24th: Graduation Practice, 7:30 am, 

Gymnasium
Thurs., May 25th: Graduation Ceremony, 7:00 

pm, Jiffy Lube Live Pavilion
Seniors arrive by 5:30 pm, ready to line up by 6:00 

pm
Tues., May 30th: Diploma pick up if not received 

at Graduation Ceremony
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 Senior Kristina Rigsby 
has taken a total of five journal-
ism classes since her freshman 
year. She became Editor-in-Chief 
as a journalism four student. She 
is going to college at the Univer-
sity of Mary Washington to get 
her degree in Communications 
and Digital Studies. 
 “I decided to take jour-
nalism my freshman year because 
I knew I loved to write and even 
though I didn't exactly know what 
the class was about, I knew it had 
to be associated with writing.  
 The first time seeing my 
articles published was when I 
knew this was my calling. I love 
everything about journalism,” 
said Rigsby
 Some of Kristina's first 
articles were “Martial Arts Jiu 
Jitsu and Taekwondo Captivate 
Students,” “Perfect Peppermint 
Paradise,” “Stop The Online Ha-
tred,” “Counselling Aide Help 
Out,” and “Students Prepare for 
PSATs and SATs.” She took her 
first journalism class in the Fall 
of 2014. She worked very hard 
to become Editor-in-Chief her se-
nior year.       
 “Being the edi-
tor-in-chief is so wonderful. I'm 
blessed because not many people 
get this opportunity. I learned ev-
erything I know about being EIC 
from Amanda Bacon, last year's 
EIC. I love being able to lead 
journalists and show them how 
their work can improve. Seeing 
other people get excited about 

their work is the most rewarding 
part,” said Rigsby. 
 Kristina never fails to 
bring up how much she loves 
peppermint, and “Toxic” by Brit-
ney Spears in almost every class. 
Some things Kristina loves writ-
ing about are beauty and editori-
als on social issues. 
 “My advice to journal-
ists coming into this class would 
be to persevere. Yes, it's so easy 
to get off track and you might 
not know what you like to write 
about. Find your passion and run 
with it. No idea is a bad idea. 
Everyone deserves a chance to 
get their work shown and the Pa-
triot Press is the best way to do 
it. I recommend this class to ev-
eryone. My favorite quote states 
that doubt kills dreams faster than 
failure ever could. That's so true,” 
said Rigsby. 
 Also, having a good 
teacher takes a big part in mak-
ing it the class you love. It takes a 
talented teacher to make you into 
who you are today.
 “Let's not forget about 
Miss Miller. Miss Miller is the 
reason I am the way I am and 
why I do what I do. Everything I 
know, Miss Miller taught me. She 
is so inspiring and even when I 
had the worst days, she'd let me 
know I was still doing a good job 
and encouraged me to get back 
on my feet. She's truly the most 
amazing teacher I've had. College 
is going to be so weird. I hope she 
knows how much she truly im-

pacted me because if it wasn't for 
her, I would've never wanted to 
continue my journalism career,” 
said Rigsby
 Personally, I have really 
enjoyed having class with Kristi-
na. She is an amazing writer, but 
not only that, she is also an amaz-
ing friend. I can not wait to see 
the amazing adult she becomes to 
be in college. I am super sad to 
see her leave me next year. She 
is always the one to keep you on 
topic, to keep you in line, and to 
always check up on you. 
   Kristina has played a big 
part in who I have become today. 
She is one of the funniest, most 
dependable, and smartest people 
I know. I really do not know how 
I would have gotten through my 
sophomore year without her. 
 I think anyone who has 
worked with Kristina knows she 
is an amazing person all around, 
and always means well. She is re-
ally going to be missed next year 
with her outstanding personality. 
You have done an amazing job 
Kristina. I wish you good luck in 
college!

Saying Farewell to an Amazing Editor-in-Chief
by Zoe Lowe

~Features Editor

 High school will be the 
four years you remember for the 
rest of your life. One day, you’ll 
be 80 years old with kids and 
grandkids and great grandkids 
and you’ll tell them all about your 
high school days, and the won-
derful people you met and the 
crazy things you did. 
 These are the years ev-
eryone seems to dwell on the 
most. Maybe it's because during 
high school, you learn things out-
side of the classrooms that just 
stick with you for the rest of your 
life. 
 If you had a chance to 
speak to yourself when you were 
younger, would you? Would you 
honestly want to change yourself 
in the past so that your present 
and future selves are changed 
too?  
 If my past self were a 
person that I knew today, I hon-
estly think I would be arch neme-
sis with her. 
 Starting out in high 
school, I was childish and I want-
ed to fit in with kids who I thought 
were cool. I would tell myself to 
be a leader and not a follower. All 
throughout high school, I think I 
did more things just because my 
friends or other peers were doing 
it rather than me actually wanting 
to do stuff. Just be yourself Bri, 
because people will like your true 

self more than they like your fake 
personality.
 When you’re younger, 
you tell yourself that you’ll nev-
er do something, or never be like 
someone but sometimes you just 
turn into the person that you al-
ways hated. 
 Past Brianna, please re-
alize that you are better than any 
doubt that people put inside of 
your precious little head. You can 
do whatever you believe you can 

do, as long as you really want it. 
Push yourself and don’t be afraid 
to fail. 
 Teens in high school 
spend a lot of time obsessing over 
love and having someone to call 
their own. Unless you marry your 
high school crush or have a kid 
with them this teenage romance 
concept is not at all important in 
the grand scheme of things. 
 It’s okay to like some-
one, it’s okay to love someone, 

it’s not okay to ignore how bad 
someone makes you feel because 
you think you like them. It will 
never be okay to ignore your 
wellbeing and pretend to be okay 
just to keep someone you think 
will leave you.   
 Don’t let ignorant peo-
ple treat you badly. Just let them 
go; it’s okay to love yourself 
more than you love your other 
half. Leave and don’t look back.
 I never thought I would 
make it to graduation if I’m 
speaking honestly. I always had a 
nagging doubt in the back of my 
mind that I wasn’t smart enough 
to finish high school and go off to 
college.  
 Well I'm graduating and 
I'm going to college in the fall, 
so here's to us, past Bri. We did 
it! It’s okay not to be sure what 
is gonna happen next. It’s normal 
to be scared of what your future is 
going to be like.
 In conclusion, I think if 
we all could speak to our young-
er selves, we would try to save 
ourselves from hurt or pain that 
we have had to deal with. Or we 
would try to warn us about certain 
events or changes that are monu-
mental. We would try to make 
life easier for our past selves. But 
that’s not how it works. There’s 
no time travel for a reason. We are 
meant to hurt and feel pain and go 

by Brianna Yates
~Staff Reporter

    The Ups and Downs of High School

Senior Brianna Yates receives the large check she won for $2018 
the night of prom. Photo courtesy of Liberty High School.

Sophomore Zoe Lowe (left) and senior Kristina Rigsby (right) are 
sharing a hug for Hug a News Person day. “I am beyond lucky to 
have had Kristina Rigsby in my journalism classes for the fall and 
spring semesters of my sophomore year, and her senior year. She 
is an amazing Editor-in-Chief, leader, and friend. We have gotten 
really close and I am so thankful to have had the chance to really 
get to know her. I am really going to miss her when she graduates,  
but I cannot wait to see the amazing things she is going to do in 

college,” said Zoe Lowe. Photo by Jasmine Beverly.

through things that aren’t easy be-
cause that’s life, and life is hard. 
 Living is growing up 
and learning. Living is getting 
knocked down ten thousand times 
and still getting up and moving 
forward.
 Worrying about the fu-
ture is normal but we have to 
remember that what we do now 
matters too. 
 As the wise author of 
Harry Potter once said, “It is im-
possible to live without failing 
at something, unless you live so 
cautiously that you might as well 
not have lived at all - in which 
case, you fail by default.” -J.K. 
Rowling.
 This means that no mat-
ter what, we all have our faults 
and weaknesses. High school 
may have been the hardest years 
of your life, but we still have a 
long way to go. 
 May we all live our best 
lives and prosper, class of 2018.
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Future Endeavors

Information based on data collected from 
guidance and directly from individual 

students via personal interviews. The Patriot 
Press is not responsible for inaccurate or 
missing information. All data provided  by 

deadline was included.  

Christopher Newport University
Jada Hord

Kara Maines
Bethany Mizelle
Andru Quiroga

Josh Kolba
Ally Fitzwater
Rachel Allen

 Coastal Carolina University
 Kylie Welch

College of William and Mary
Alyssa Hull

Madison Humphries
Chayil Mcglotten

Culinary Institute of America 
Finn Price

East Coast Polytechnic Institute
Mckenzie Mitchell

Eastern Mennonite University
  Carly Shepard

Emery and Henry College
Markael Gaskins

Fauquier County 
Transition Program

Isabella Desatorra
Jairiq Miles

Full Sail University
Cody Lanham

George Mason University
Jimmy Carter

Olivia Castaldy
Michelle Ponce
Jessica Singley
Nathan Wilkins
Ashley Wilson

Georgetown University
Maria Cruz Caballero

Harvard University
Jazmine Edwards

 Hood College  
Sophia Vilaca

 Iowa State University
Justice Plymale

James Madison University
Michaela Dodson  

Alyssa Emery 
Kevin Patino

Elizabeth Waln
Anna Brickey

Kent State University 
Julian Sams

Liberty University
Courtney Cash

Longwood University
Mckenzie Proffitt

Yenci Reyes
Kate Lopez

Lord Fairfax
 Community College

Samone Bosarge
Cody Crawford

Nicholas Croushorn 
Zachary Daymude

Fernando De La Cruz 
Aarriann Dudley  
Macayla Gerald

Christopher Grizzard
Laura Guevara
Amanda Gusa

Shaylah Harting 
Chase Hensley  

Brooke Hutchison 
Savannah Hutchison

Sharayah Jackson 
Brian Jeffries

Cassandra Keaton  
Brittany Kilburn 
Mark-Hen Klein  

Alexander Lambert  
Mckenzie Lemoine 

Damaris Lopez
Antoine Mcghie

Christopher Miller 
Emily Mudd

Mylinh Nguyen 
Robin Orozoco-Ramirez 

Daniel Rairigh
Melissa Ramirez
Carlye Ramsburg 

Lauren Shutt
Dylan Spell

Breana Stachowicz
Kassidy Strayer
 Thomas Destiny

Alexus Wade
Brianna Yates
Stuart Digges

Cameron Lance
Francisco Marquez Lopez

Madison Stevens
Emily Baker

 Lynchburg College
 Chloe Reingruber

Marshall University
Zachary Ray

Marymount University
Charles Leon

Quartni Oyinloye

Military
Andrew Caver- Army

Madeline Griese -Military
Cedia Lewis -Navy

Tyler Meadows-Army
Brandon Tenney- Air Force

Joshua Abate

Millersville University
 Thomas Ryan

Norfolk State University
Nyemah King

Northern Virginia
 Community College

Michelle Asubonteng
Hyasynth Bailey

Ricky Cook
Mikaylah Groger
Taylor Holland
Brianna Saylor

Old Dominion University
Zachary Learnard
Amaya Raymond
Tatiyana Younger

Potomac State College
Megan Fiel

Sydney Stallard
Andrew Leach
Dalton Billick

Radford University
Alexus Olinger

Randolph Macon College
Ernest Fortune 
Chance Smith

Megan McCarthy

Randolph College
Kaleigh Johnson

Roanoke College
Bailey Norris

Savannah State University
Autumn Johnson

Shenandoah University
Lester Parker 

The Citadel, Military College of 
South Carolina 

Andrew Boaz

Travel
 Alejandra Abad Este- Spain

Blige Tan- Germany

Union College
Victoria Machuca 

University of Mary Washington
Sarah Hogestyn

Evan Riehl
Kristina Rigsby
Bailey Wentz
Jenica Garnett

University of North Alabama
Katie Ferguson

University of Pittsburgh 
Gillian Tocheny

University of Richmond
Alanis Gordillo

University of South Florida
Makaela Kestner

University of Virginia
Kathryn Costanzo
Genevieve Hebert

Amy Lee

Virginia Commonwealth 
University

Suzannah Boaz 
Kamryn Hitt  
Martin Ngoh

Linden Swann
Sydney Vowels

 
Virginia Tech

Rachel Brown 
David Carte
Devon Dehn 

Jordan Florence
Heather Lodge
Andrew Oliveri

Jessie Smith 
Heather Wotton

 Virginia Military Institute 
Tyler Greeley

Adrian Prudhum
Daniel Sennott

Virginia Municipal League
Steven Decoster

West Virginia University
Maurice Pitt 

Wheeling Jesuit University
Joshua Foote

Wilkes University
Ryan Lasher

Work
Dylan Barker

Logan Bentley
Kylie Bridges
Kayla Carter

Fernando Bl Castro
Courtny Cayton

Bryce Clark
Austin Davis
Ronnie Davis
Kyler Duvall

Kenny Edwards
Magdiel Fuentes-Madrid

Blake Fulcher 
Samantha Gonzalez

Jordan Habrat 
Shelly Harris

Rhett Hawkins 
Izaac Hill

Ramon La Torre
Maria Maginniss 
Brandon Mullins
Hollis Mullins 

Roberto Revolledo
Miguel Roma

Victoria Rosensteel
Michael Rubio
Haley Smith

Christopher Thibodeau
Makenzie Thomas

Kira Wedding
Meredith Woodward

 


